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Adaptive Riding Institute  
 
 Health, Happiness and Healing through Horses   
 

 

      Oregonôs Pioneer Program in Equine Assisted Recreational Therapy, founded in 1988 
 

 

The mission of the Adaptive Riding Institute is to 

improve the lives of special needs children and adults 

through innovative Equine Assisted Recreational 

Therapies of the highest quality. Health, Happiness and 

Healing through Horses promotes wellness, enhances 

capabilities and fosters independence. Our client-

centered programs offer safe and rewarding activities 

aided by our extraordinary horses, experienced staff 

and dedicated volunteers.   
 
  
 

 

 

Our Board 

 
ARI has a strong record of solid leadership. The President of the Board of Directors and the Program 

Director are Co-Founders of the organization. The Board members are dedicated to the present and future of 

the agency and are committed to the success of the organization. 
 

          
          

The Volunteers 
 

35 dedicated volunteers logged in over 4200 hours of service during this fiscal year.  

These incredible individuals, ages 12-73 are passionate about the quality of services we 

provide to people with disabilities.  They walk with clients, lead horses, shovel manure, 

haul hay and work in the office.  

 

Kerrill Knaus-Hardy President 

Julie Bystrom  Secretary 

David Roe  Treasurer 

Judy Fevec  member 

Peggy Barker*   member 

Judy Reid*   proxy member 

Susanne Rosen member 
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Our Philosophy 
 

 To provide a superior quality of service and performance in the field of Equine Assisted Recreational 

Therapy 

 To continue collaboration with community partners and local therapists to provide a unified 

treatment strategy for each participant 

 To empower our clients to grow both physically and emotionally while recognizing each individual 

to be unique 

 Our program uses innovative strategies and equine treatments of the highest quality to promote 

wellness and improve the lives of vulnerable people 

 To set and hold fast to the highest standards of safety and ethics 

 To always treat our clients, volunteers, donors, horses and the community with respect and 

compassion 

 Our Board of Directors, staff and volunteers are committed to excellence  

 Our programs and staff will always be of the highest caliber and will strive to meet and exceed the 

needs of our clients volunteers and donors 

 To be good financial stewards handling business operations with integrity  
 

       

The Staff 

 
 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marjorie Knaus  ï Works behind the scenes keeping everything and everyone organized. She has been 

the Administrative Assistant at ARI for the past 15 years.  Marjorie has a comprehensive knowledge of 

our financial management 

Susanne J. Rosen, Program Director/Co-Founder 

Sue brings with her 25 years of experience working with disabled 

people and service animals. Her 35 years of comprehensive 

knowledge of horse behavior balances the harmony between horse 

and client during riding sessions. As co-founder of ARI she has 

managed the barn and client services since 1988 
 

Carmen Hux, Equestrian Director 

A native of Germany, Carmen graduates from PSU in summer of 2010 with a masterôs degree in 

rehabilitation counseling. Carmen is a motivating instructor and her coaching techniques are 

inspirational. As an extremely skilled trainer she keeps the horseôs minds and bodies highly tuned for 

their specific vocation. 
 

Rachael Wakefield and Micah Knaus are students and part-time stable hands. Both have a keen 

understanding of horses and barn management. Micah and Rachael are horse owners who do their own 

training. Rachael belongs to Marion County search and Rescue. Micah is a student at Silverton High 

School. 
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Client Services 

 
ARI follows internationally recognized, evidence-based, innovative equine treatments of the highest quality 

to promote wellness and improve the lives of vulnerable people. The summer of 2009 saw a record number 

of 80 weekly clients with physical, emotional and/or developmental disabilities. Currently, 82% of our 

Equine Assisted Recreational Therapy clients are children.  

 

Children are often referred from therapists, parents and professionals to the Adaptive Riding Institute with a 

wide range of disabilities including Downôs Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, Autism, ADHD, Brain Tumors, 

Visual Impairments, Stroke and Traumatic Brain Injuries.  

 

While most disabled adults in the program enjoy the recreational and exercise benefits of horseback riding, it 

is the children who experience the most dramatic and life changing benefits of our strategic and modern 

equine multi-disciplinary program. In fact, the proven benefits of therapeutic horseback riding compliment 

and often exceed those derived from only more conventional treatments.   

 

 

 
 
 

 

There is a growing community need for 

Equine Assisted Recreational Therapy and 

even though in 2008 income decreased by 

15%, Client Sessions increased by 53% 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Equine Assisted Recreational Therapy: 

 

Ridge Top Ranch   Oregon School for the Blind   Camp Taloali 

 

77   Clients    8 Clients      95 children 

855 Sessions   8 sessions 

 

 

Total - 180 Clients 
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The Horses  
 

 

Health, Happiness and Healing through Horses is 

possible with individualized programs sustained by our 

extraordinary horses in safe and rewarding activities. The 

therapy herd consists of 15 horses of various sizes and 

breeds.  These splendid equines are the catalyst for 

change in our clients aiding in improvements in physical 

strength and balance and emotional well-being.  They fill 

a need for the client, volunteer and the community 

assisting in the discovery of inner strength, bravery and 

compassion. The horses receive the best of care from 

veterinarians, farriers, and rehabilitation specialists. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Community 
 

The effects of disability on children, their families and the community are far reaching. Recreational 

opportunities for special needs clients are extremely limited in our society. Through the dedication of the 

volunteers and the community, spirits are set free, confidence soars, and independence increases. As the 

need for equine assisted recreational therapy continues to grow, long term financial support will make it 

possible to improve the quality of life for more children, adults and seniors in the greater Salem area. As this 

vulnerable population reaches out for assistance, ARI will  be there to meet the ever increasing need. 
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Fiscal Year 2008-2009 
 

Income $82, 892 

34%

5%
37%

9%

15%

Direct Contributions

Grants

Program Fees

Special Events

Sale of Service

 
Expenses $80,653.27 

 

63.0%

3.0% 9.7%

Client Services and Facility

Administration

Insurance & Fees
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Our Donors 
 
AEF - American Endowment Foundation; A & W Family Restaurant; Advocates for the Visually Impaired; Jenny 

Albers; Barbara & Lawrence Alexa; Julie Amen; Norris Eugene Andersen; Nick Anderson; Travis & Shawnette 

Anderson; Lee & Barbara Ashwill; Peggy Barker; Cindi Bates; Dianne Bates; Joella Beddoe; Donna Beeman; Robert 

& Colleen Boen; John D. Jr. & Joyce Bolesky; Alice Bond; Robert & Carolyn Bosch; SQ-DINI Badges; Eleni & 

Geneva Boston; Jane & Stephen Boyes; Norman L. & Linda A. Brenden; Janice Burgess; Dale & Julie Bystrom; 

Maria A. Cam; Carol & Frank Chapman; Jonathan & Heidi Chin; Della Clark; Mia Clark; Coldwell Banker Silverton; 

Marie Cominos; Nancy Coyote & Peter Bush; Cygnet Group, Inc. (Howard & Donna Laney); Bonnie Dargis; Frank & 

Judy Davidson; Dale W. & Mary J. Davis; K.A. Deming; James L. or Lynn R. Derr; James & Sandy Devorss; Double 

'H' Western Wear; Debra Dunn; Eager Beaver Square Dance Club; Emerald Empire Area Council; Steven Felton; 

Judy Fevec; Fisher Family; Mary Fisher; William & Marsha Fisher; Bruce & Jane Fleener; Julianna & Raymond 

Flores; William & Jackie Fretwell; Kim Geelan; Lisa Gibbens; J.B. & G.D. Guches; Rachel & Laura Gobbel; J & M 

Gulick; Cindy & Jim Haberstich; Susan & 

Fred Hamlin; Tony R. Haskins; Walter & 

Judith Haskins; Eugene & Karin Hastings; 

Hayshakers; Annie Hensley; Sally Hicks; 

David & Ruth Hodges Trust; Allison Holms; 

Austin & Lisa Hoppe; Dale & Gretchen 

Hoppe; Penny Hudson; Allen & Carmen Hux; 

Independence Wagon Wheelers; Doris Jenkins 

& Phylis Frazier; Barbara Jones; Karen & 

Steve Kennard; Marjorie & Steven Kennard; 

L.E. Kennel; Lee & Perky Kilbourn; Kiwanis 

Club of Molalla; Sharon Knudsen; Kraemer 

Farms; Mark & Nanette Kuga; Elizabeth 

Kuhnley; Jack & Jennifer Levy; Joyce Light; 

Holidays Dog Boarding LLC (S.M. & L.J. 

Lulay); Edwin Joleen Magill; Mansfield 

Family; Ellie Mason; Tricia McCormick; Lisa 

& Justin Meduri; Mid Willamette Valley Area; 

Theresa & Richard Miller; Janet Miller; Joel 

R. Miller; Molalla Grange #310; Anne Moon-Glenn; Michael & Jessie Moran; Brian & Kari Nielsen; Deena Nunn; 

Lee Nusich; OCF - The Oregon Community Foundation; Oktoberfest; Oregon Federation of Square & Round Dance 

Clubs; Our Military Kids, Inc; Carla Parker; James R. or Carol Perry; Rebecca Picton; Margaret Powell; Adele 

Pulliam; Roger & Linda Putzler; Lyle, Debbie & Jonathan Rambeck; Larry Rathbun; Gerine Reagen & Theresa 

Greenisen; Margery Reed; Judy Reid; Rejuvenation Inc; Trudy Rierson; Julie Riesch; Nicholle Riesch; Michael & 

Charleth Rigik; Richard & Mary Ann Roberts; Denise Robinson; Susanne J. Rosen & Fred Wainman; Rockwood 

Grange #323; Tom & Julie Roth; Karen & Thomas Rustan; Salem Automobile Dealers Assoc; Salem Saddle Club; 

Salem Elks Lodge BPOE #336; Michael Salzman; Dr. Carol Saslow; Elana, Diana & Brian Schimschok; Lyle & Linda 

Scott; Janet Scott; Segrare, Inc; Silverton Elks Lodge No. 2210; Silverton Lions Club; Rosena Lee & Howard Simon; 

Lydia & Gary Slangan; Fred & Dolores Smith; Spurs A Trading Co; Nicolas & Shone Stagg; Ellen Stark; Sandy Stein; 

Allen & Fanchette Stewart; Stephanie Stoker; Ernie and Lori Strahm; Supervalue Inc. (Albertsons); Cambria Sutter; 

Carolyn & Norman Taylor; Orretta Taylor & Sherri Toribio; Brett & Debra Thomas; Frank & Nancy Thomsen; Tigard 

Grange No. 148; Toe Draggers Square Dance Club; Toledo 49'RS Square Dance Club; Luis R. Toribio; Town and 

Country Insurance/Silverton; Sheila & Thomas Trapold; Tualatin Valley Council Round & Square Dancers; Katherine 

Tucker; United Methodist Women; William Burgett & Mrs. Christie Thoreen through United Way ï Portland; Valley 

River Dancers; Richard Vanek; Wal-Mart Foundation; Sherman Washburn; Barbara Joan Weathers; Eileen S. 

Weekley; R.L. & A.M. Welsh; Western Industrial Fabricators & Machinists; Bonnie Wilfong; Carolyn Wilfong; 

Richard & Trisha Wilfong; Tami Wood; Dale & Kathleen Worthington; Philip & Donna Yount.  In-kind donors: 

Abiqua Country Estate; Dale & Julie Bystrom; Todd Rahm; Ray Parnell; Brian Bull; Denise Ashcraft; Karen Van 

Winkle; John Henry; Keenan & Rebecca Boyle; Bob Leikem; Karen & Courtney Lewis; Ridge Top Ranch; Spur of 

the Moment; Mike & Chriss Wendell; Wilco Farm Store. 


